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Artcirq is the story of a collective of young Canadian Inuit 
performers who make up the world’s only Arctic circus, and 
their journey from obscurity to the worldwide stage at the 
2010 Winter Olympic Games.  It’s also the story of the com-
munity of Igloolik where suicide takes too many lives, 
especially youth, and a Montreal acrobat with a childhood 
connection to the place, who drops everything to start a 
circus, engage the young people and give them hope. In just 
10 years they’ve gone from clumsy novices to accomplished 
acrobats, and transformed their lives. The news of the Olym-
pics has given a heightened sense of purpose to their lives, 
invigorated this overlooked, impoverished community, and 
opened these performers up to self-expression as they struggle 
to adjust to a post-nomadic way of life. 
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